
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

IN RE:  XARELTO (RIVAROXABAN) :  MDL NO. 2592 
             PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION : 

:  SECTION L 
THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO ALL CASES  : 

: JUDGE FALLON 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. : MAG. JUDGE NORTH 

PRETRIAL ORDER NO. 17
(Electronic Service/MDL Centrality for Plaintiffs Only) 

The Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee and Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel have agreed to use the 

BrownGreer MDL Centrality system to distribute pleadings and discovery documents to 

plaintiffs’ counsel in In re: Xarelto (Rivaroxaban) Products Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2592 

(“MDL 2592”).  Defendants have not agreed to use the MDL Centrality system for pleadings or 

discovery documents; and, therefore, Defendants shall not, in any way, have access to or use the 

MDL Centrality system for pleadings or discovery documents, and thus Defendants must be 

served and continue to serve pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.   

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. In order for Plaintiffs to facilitate case management, document retrieval, case

organization and expeditious, efficient and economical communication by and amongst counsel 

and the Court, the Plaintiffs in MDL 2592 will utilize the services of BrownGreer MDL 

Centrality (“MDL Centrality”) for providing electronic service, storage and delivery of 

court-filed and discovery related documents through a secure website. 

2. All attorneys of record for Plaintiffs in this litigation on whom service of

documents must be effectuated shall, within ten days of the entry of this Order, or within ten 

days of the entry of appearance for a new attorney of record for any Plaintiff, or the 
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docketing of their transferred case, whichever occurs earliest, (1) obtain an e-mail address and 

access to the Internet's World Wide Web (the "Web") if they do not have an e-mail address and 

Web access; (2) forward to Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel (Leonard A. Davis and Gerald E. 

Meunier) at PLC@mdl2592.com a fully completed "MDL 2592 Counsel Contact Information 

Form," as required by Pretrial Orders 4 and 4(A) and forward a copy to BrownGreer at 

jswoody@browngreer.com, and (3) sign up for electronic service in this litigation by registering 

with the BrownGreer MDL Centrality system by going to 

https://www.mdlcentrality.com/MDL2592, clicking the “Register as a Law Firm” button, and 

following the instructions on how to register.   

3. Within five business days of the entry of this order, Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison

Counsel shall provide MDL Centrality with the then current service list of Plaintiffs’ counsel 

in the MDL 2592 via email to jswoody@browngreer.com.   

4. Within five business days of the entry of this order, representatives of MDL

Centrality shall meet and confer with the Clerk of Court for the United States District Court, 

Eastern District of Louisiana, to obtain a listing of all cases filed in MDL 2592, which listing 

should include the case names and number, original jurisdiction where filed, party name, 

party type, attorneys' names, firm names and addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses 

for each case in MDL 2592.  

5. Until such time as BrownGreer advises Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel that

the MDL Centrality system is in place, Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel is responsible for 

updating the service lists on a weekly basis and serving documents in accordance with 

Pretrial Order 2. 
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6. The Clerk of Court shall execute the steps necessary to include BrownGreer as the

MDL Centrality Administrator as an interested party for purposes of receiving emailed ECF 

notifications related to this matter.  

7. MDL Centrality’s system will upload all documents (all references to

"document" include exhibits, if any) in Adobe PDF electronic format onto an Internet 

website maintained by MDL Centrality, which is privately funded by the Plaintiffs’ 

Steering Committee in MDL 2592, where Plaintiffs’ counsel of record who are registered 

users of the MDL Centrality system may access the copy. 

8. Once a document is uploaded and submitted electronically, MDL Centrality

shall send an e-mail to all registered users notifying them that the document has been posted 

to its Website (unless such registered user has declined to receive e-mails).  

9. Unless another Order of this Court specifies a different method for service upon

Plaintiffs’ counsel, any document electronically served via MDL Centrality pursuant to this 

Order shall be deemed to have been served under the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

10. Any documents served pursuant to this Order shall be deemed to be served

pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 5. 

11. Only registered users of MDL Centrality will be able to access the MDL

2592 cases hosted online with MDL Centrality. Registered users will include Plaintiffs’ 

counsel of record for any party in the consolidated MDL 2592. No counsel other than a counsel 

for a plaintiff in Xarelto MDL cases shall be allowed to register or have access to the 

MDL Centrality system. Upon registration, MDL Centrality will provide each registered user 

with a username and password to access the MDL Centrality system. 
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12. MDL Centrality shall perform all administrative functions to the system. 

Once initially registered, MDL Centrality shall be responsible for the registration and 

confirmation of all contact information for registered users. After initial enrollment/registration, 

it shall be the responsibility of the registered users to keep current their contact 

information by noting any changes directly on the MDL Centrality Website. 

13. All registered users shall be bound by any Confidentiality and Protective  

Orders that this Court may issue, as well as the terms and conditions for the use of the MDL 

Centrality system which includes adherence to the terms and conditions of the MDL Centrality 

Administrative Agreement.  MDL Centrality will also be bound by the terms of said 

Confidentiality and Protective Orders.  

14. The MDL Centrality system shall contain an index of all served documents 

for the MDL 2592 litigation that is searchable and able to be sorted according to methods that 

provide useful 24 hour/seven day a week access to the documents via the Web. 

15. Service of Pleadings, Orders and Motions: Once BrownGreer advises 

Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel that the MDL Centrality system is in place, Plaintiffs’ Co-

Liaison Counsel will notify all Plaintiffs’ counsel that have provided Counsel Contact Forms 

pursuant to Pre-Trial Orders 4 and 4(A).  Upon such notice by Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison 

Counsel, Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel is no longer required to serve and distribute 

pleadings, orders, and motions on attorneys of record, as required by th i s  Pre-Trial Order.  

16. Upon notice provided in accordance with paragraph 15 above, all service of 

documents on Plaintiffs’ counsel filed in the MDL shall be made via MDL Centrality. 
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Plaintiff Attorneys who fail to register will no longer receive service of documents filed in 

the MDL.    

17. Service of Discovery in Individual Cases:  Discovery requests and responses that 

are not to be filed with the Clerk of Court (notices of depositions, interrogatories, requests for 

documents or tangible things or to permit entry onto land, and requests for admission) pursuant 

to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 5(d)(1), shall be served electronically on Defense Lead 

Counsel, Susan Sharko (susan.sharko@dbr.com) and Steven Glickstein 

(sglickstein@kayescholer.com); and Plaintiffs’ Lead Counsel, Brian Barr 

(bbarr@levinlaw.com) and Andy Birchfield (Andy.Birchfield@BeasleyAllen.com);  as well as 

Defendants’ Liaison Counsel, James Irwin (jirwin@irwinllc.com) and John Olinde 

(olinde@chaffe.com),  and Co-Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel, Gerald Meunier 

(gmeunier@gainsben.com) and Leonard Davis (ldavis@hhklawfirm.com).  In addition, all such 

requests and responses shall be uploaded in the MDL Centrality system.  The documents shall 

be uploaded into the MDL Centrality system by the individual plaintiff counsel and shall be 

titled to clearly identify (1) the name of the filing/uploading party, (2) the precise title of the 

discovery, (3) the date the discovery was uploaded to the MDL Centrality system, (4) the date 

the discovery was transmitted to Defendants’ counsel in accordance with the Federal Rules of 

Civil Procedure, and (5) shall be uploaded only to those cases related to the discovery filing.  If 

the uploaded discovery only relates to a single individual case, it shall only be uploaded into 

that individual case.  However, if the uploaded discovery relates to a multi-party lead or master 

case, it shall be uploaded into the master case.  Nothing herein relieves Plaintiffs from filing 

                                                 
 Notices of depositions are not to be filed with the Court. 
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and serving discovery requests and responses on defense counsel as required under Federal 

Rules of Civil Procedure 5(d)(1). 

18. Certificate of Service for All Plaintiffs Serving Documents:  When serving

documents, all Plaintiffs’ counsel must use a uniform certificate of service in the form set out 

herein:

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the above and foregoing 
[insert name of document] has contemporaneously with 
or before filing been served on all parties or their 
attorneys in a manner authorized by FRCP 5(b)(2), Local 
Rule 5.1 of the Eastern District of Louisiana and via MDL 
Centrality, which will send notice of electronic filing in 
accordance with the procedures established in MDL 2592 
pursuant to Pre-Trial Order No. 17.   

19. This Order shall supplement Pre-Trial Order No. 2.

New Orleans, Louisiana this 20th day of May, 2015 

_____________________________________ 
ELDON E. FALLON 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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