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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

IN RE: XARELTO (RIVAROXABAN) MDL NO. 2592 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION 

SECTION L 

THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO ALL CASES JUDGE ELDON E FALLON 

MAG. JUDGE NORTH 
 
 

PRETRIAL ORDER NO._30    
(Procedures for Withdrawal of Plaintiff’s Counsel) 

 
 This Order governs the procedure for Motions for the Withdrawal of Plaintiff’s Counsel. 

1. In addition to satisfying the requirements of Local Rule 83.2.11 of this Court and the 

applicable state Rules of Professional Conduct, a Motion for the Withdrawal of Plaintiff’s Counsel 

which would leave the plaintiff unrepresented, even temporarily, requires leave of Court and  must 

be accompanied by the following to be considered by the Court: 

(a) a written certification by  moving counsel that Defendants’ Lead and Liaison Counsel 

have been contacted in writing at least fourteen (14) days prior to the filing of the 

motion and all served Defendants have responded in writing either their consent or no 

intended opposition to the motion, or have responded in writing that the motion is 

opposed, without which certification the Clerk of Court is directed not to accept such 

motions for filing;  

(b) a written statement by moving counsel indicating whether or not each plaintiff subject 

to the motion has communicated to moving counsel an objection to the requested 

withdrawal and whether the plaintiff has communicated an intention to obtain other 

Case 2:14-md-02592-EEF-MBN   Document 3462   Filed 06/15/16   Page 1 of 3



2 

 

counsel herein, and, if so, also has indicated the expected length of time required to do 

so.  When moving counsel has not been able to communicate with the plaintiff, moving 

counsel as required by Local Rule 83.2.11 must submit in an affidavit      (1) a statement 

that all reasonable efforts were made to communicate with the plaintiff, such as by 

telephone, email, text message and certified mail, return receipt requested, and 

(2) detailed information for each attempted communication.  Moving counsel shall 

attach to the affidavit copies of the return receipts of any certified letters mailed to 

clients in the course of efforts to communicate with them, and also shall preserve for 

potential Court review in camera copies of all text messages, emails and letters sent in 

the course of efforts to communicate with the plaintiff. Moving counsel’s inability to 

communicate with the client will not necessarily result in permission to withdraw as 

counsel;  

(c) a written statement by moving counsel indicating whether or not each plaintiff subject 

to the motion has complied with PTO No. 13 or, if applicable, PTO No. 27, which 

requires service of a Plaintiff Fact Sheet in these proceedings within sixty (60) days 

(ninety (90) days if PTO No. 27 applies) from the date of the filing of the Complaint, 

and, if so, whether this Fact Sheet has been entered into MDL Centrality. If the plaintiff 

does not comply with Court orders (including the submission of a completed Plaintiff 

Fact Sheet) as a result of being out of communication with the moving counsel, the 

Court may in its discretion dismiss the plaintiff’s case; and 

(d) a statement by moving counsel of compliance with Pretrial Order No. 11B (Rec. Doc. 

1117) and a verification that any applicable filing fee has been paid.   
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2. This Order shall apply not only to motions filed hereafter but also to previously-filed but 

still pending motions of plaintiff’s counsel to withdraw, and counsel shall amend or supplement 

such motions in order to comply with the provisions of this Order. 

3. If motions to withdraw as counsel previously were granted by the Court so as to leave 

plaintiffs unrepresented in actions which have been dismissed without filing fees having been paid 

pursuant to PTO No. 11B, Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel will communicate in writing to the last-

withdrawn counsel in those actions, requesting immediate payment of the filing fee to the Clerk 

of Court.  Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel shall report to the Court at each monthly status conference 

as necessary regarding the status of such matters. 

4. All motions of plaintiffs’ counsel to withdraw which are opposed by one or more 

Defendants shall be noticed for hearing by moving counsel only on a date specified by the Court 

as the date for a monthly status conference in these proceedings, and any needed argument on such 

motions will be conducted immediately following the status conference on that date.  For a motion 

to withdraw as counsel to be noticed for hearing at the monthly status conference, however, the 

motion must be filed (at least) twenty-one (21) days before the conference.  

 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, this ______ day of _______________, 2016. 

 

     __________________________________________ 
     HONORABLE ELDON E. FALLON 

      UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

June14th
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